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Introduction. 
Firstly my thanks go to my fellow Parish Councillors and to our Clerk for their attendance at “oh so 

many” weekday, evening and even weekend meetings. Not only in Wedmore but also further a-field 

e.g. Bridgwater, Wells, and Somerton, and frankly not all these meetings are just on Wedmore 

related issues. 

My thanks also to our County Councillor (David Huxtable) who regularly provides a two-way conduit 

between us and Somerset CC on all sorts of issues (mainly highways but not only) and to our two 

District Councillors (Polly Costello and Will Human) who keep us up-to-date with District Council 

issues that influence us and represent our interests at SDC as best they can. I’m sure Polly and Will 

have both found that what they have to do is considerably more than what they thought they were 

signing-up to when they stood for election. 

We have had more changes since the last Assembly. Not least we have lost our “guiding light” that 

led us through the potentially troubled waters following the 2015 election (Glenys Cousins) and now 

have somewhat less brilliant guidance in the form of our new Chair, myself, (Nick Avery). 

Fortunately, we also have a new vice-chair (Neil Ellis) and, following the resignation of Peter Bird last 

July, we have a new councillor (Laura Sampson). 

I think Wedmore is fortunate to have a PC that is equally divided along gender lines, has a pretty 

equal mix of long-term, experienced councillors and more recently elected councillors and most 

importantly a fair smattering of younger councillors, by which I mean sub. 50y.o. We can also call 

upon a wide range of expertise and interests from those with an industrial background and those 

from the agricultural community. We have members who were born in Wedmore and lived here all 

their lives and those like me who are complete newbies of only 30 years. 

Last year Glenys gave you resume of the 6 committees, what they do and who chairs them. There 

has been only a single change in the past year as Alex Whittingham replaced me as chair of the 

Planning Committee. So the still numerous meetings that committee has are, thankfully, more brief! 

What Glenys didn’t mention is that 1 or more councillors represent the PC on 10 other free-standing 

committees. They attend those meetings as best they can and report the outcomes back the PC. 

Committees like Village Halls, Play Areas, IoWNews, Twinning, WPFMC and now of course the 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

I’m not going into detail about any of these committees. All of them have their own infrastructures 

with rules and regulations to guide them and dedicated individuals that make them work to deliver 

what so many of us take for granted. 

Having said I wouldn’t go into detail I feel I must acknowledge the Neighbourhood Plan committee 

chaired by Bob Sellwood who have achieved a tremendous amount in a very short time, sometimes 



in the teeth of concerted opposition. I look forward to the outcomes of the questionnaire that has 

been distributed throughout the Parish and urge everyone to fill it in carefully (ideally online to save 

money) because it will guide Wedmores future development and gives legal clout to the opinions 

Wedmore expresses for the next 25 years! 

But those committees aren’t all. Wedmore PC pays an association fee for membership of the 

Somerset Alliance of Local Councils (SALC), the National Alliance of Local Councils (NALC) plus the 

more local Cheddar Cluster Group, although that one least is fee free. Each of these associations 

provide us with information and training about changes proposed Nationally (by Govt.), their likely 

repercussions locally and just what new ideas SCC & SDC have in mind. They also provide us with a 

conduit whereby we can influence proposals before they become fact. 

We don’t need to send Wedmore councillors to the NALC because we elect representatives from 

SALC to voice our opinions at the National level. We do need to send 1 or 2 Wedmore councillors (in 

my opinion) to represent Wedmore at both SALC and Cluster meetings, each of which occur 

quarterly. I will let you do the math but believe me when I say that NO Parish Councillor wants to 

waste any time at any meeting, because there are no  shortage of meetings to attend. 

And then there are training meetings because Govt., County and District are constantly tilting the 

playing field just when we thought we had got the hang of which way the ball was rolling. 

So, in short Wedmore Parish Councillors attend more meetings than perhaps you were aware of 

AND then come back and write a brief report of what they have learned so those of us who didn’t 

attend that meeting are kept up to speed with what is going on. 

Moving on. 
In thinking about this presentation I tried to guess what you Parishioners might want to ask us. OK 

you should have an understanding, from Glenys last year, what committees there are and what they 

do. The clue usually lies in their names e.g. Cemetery, Planning, Finance, Allotments etc. AND Glenys 

also provided details just how much money we contribute to various causes and applicants! But, 

what about the Full Council, it meets every month to do what? 

I’ve been through our minutes for the past year and picked out what I consider to be the major 

issues and then condensed the outcome to give you an idea of what was involved, without the 

monthly, time-lapse delay. (Think Readers Digest condensation.) Then I’ve shuffled the order to 

leave you, I hope, with a positive aspect of what the PC has achieved this past year. 

I originally thought to plagiarise the title of that cowboy movie from a few years ago “The Good, The 

Bad and the Ugly” but felt that “Bad” might give the wrong impression. So my headings are “The 

Good, the Unfinished and the Ugly”. A little less snappy I have to concede, but starting with: 

 The Ugly. 

We have on-going issues with broken PROW stiles and hand-rails all over the place that our 

PROW Officer (Polly Costello) is constantly trying to get fixed by SDC Footpath staff, who are about 

as common as hens teeth. 



We have dog-mess complaints (but we do have a new bin) and irresponsible parking 

complaints, which in many cases are very justified as they create a hazard for both drivers and 

pedestrians, which will result in police action if these drivers do not become more considerate! 

Also problems with plants overhanging traffic junctions impairing visibility/ damaging the 

walls of the brook with associated flood risk down stream. 

Those of you who have scrutinised your SDC tax demand will have spotted a small increase 

in PC precept (3.5%) to anticipate increased expenditure this year due to more non-essential SDC 

costs being devolved to us. (67 Bus service and play areas to name but two.) Meanwhile Councillors 

Healey and Whittingham are putting together plans to better manage the PCs financial reserves into 

the future 

The Highways Committee (Steve George) has continued to fight for replacement, HGV 

diversion signage along all the approaches to Wedmore and for renewed white-lining of junctions in 

Wedmore  Blackford and Theale. Councillors Worral and Cousins recently walked around Wedmore 

to identify problem areas that would benefit from improved or new white-lining. 

Then there is Cross Farm! I have no information I can tell you other than the preferred 

builder, having tried to get a relaxation of the legally binding agreement that we, SDC and GTH all 

signed-up to has withdrawn and to-date there is no alternative builder as far as the Housing Comm. 

chair (Neil Ellis) has been able ascertain. Although recently some soil and geological investigations 

have been done in the area and word is there is a new builder, so maybe we have progress at last? 

 The Unfinished. 

Hopefully, many of you would have attended the Public Consultation by the PO in St Marys 

church regarding their aspiration to re-locate Wedmore PO. It was chaired by our current MP, James 

Heappey, and there was a significant input from all quarters of the Parish including our previous MP, 

Tessa Munt. The consensus opinion from all who attended was that Wedmore wished to retain its 

PO where it is.  All, that is, except the PO who continue to seek “wriggle room”. This leaves our post-

master (Richard Helps) running Wedmore PO without long-term security. Please support him and his 

staff by using the facilities they provide and continuing to resist any further machinations by the PO. 

The 67 bus route from Burnham to Wells will be discontinued before long because it is not 

economical. The school and college runs will continue, alone, funded by SCC. WPC have been in talks 

with SCC, fellow PCs along the route and a potential alternative service provider. Wedmore is the 

mid-point and services to Wells could possibly just start and end here? BUT there is no easy “get 

out” clause. If we wish to retain this service from Burnham to Wells it could cost us all a “pretty 

penny”! In the region of £4K per annum or more than the increase in precept!! BUT once the service 

is gone there will be no getting it back. So we have decided to fund our portion on a 1 year rolling 

contract and to monitor usage in each direction for subsequent review as need be. 

Street lighting in Wedmore is a surprisingly tricky issue! We are told from some quarters we 

need more lights (c.£2K at least per lamp) but where to put them? Should they be LEDs, at an extra 

c.£950 each, or should we just turn off the street lights at some agreed point during the night? If so, 

then when and can we actually even do that in Wedmore? The perceived wisdom is that presently 

we cannot, so that remains in-hand. 



Wedmore Neighbourhood Plan Steering committee has had a difficult time of it since its 

inception following the early stages of SDCs Local Plan consultations. But under the excellent 

leadership of Bob Sellwood and with support from skilled members of the Wedmore community 

plus PC and District Councillors prepared to do that little bit more (and with a little pump-priming 

money from the PC) it flourishes. The current questionnaire endeavours to determine just what 

issues Wedmore residents wish to address over the foreseeable future so I reiterate, please fill it in 

The Good. 

 The liaison between SCC (Highways) and WPC over the flashing warning lights installed at 

Hugh Sexeys is thought to be “a positive precedent that could lead to a revision of SCCs standard 

operating procedures”. Basically the PC had made money available that allowed Highways to do the 

installation sooner than if County had provided the money themselves. Even better Councillor Bird, a 

school governor, is about to repay the PC that money from the proceeds from a golf tournament he 

organised later in the same year. (We think!) 

Councillors Worral, Healey and I attended a meeting with the doctors and staff of Axbridge / 

Wedmore surgery following complaints from Parishioners about difficulty getting appointments and 

having to travel to Axbridge. It was a useful meeting but the point was clearly made that Wedmore is 

a Branch Surgery, on the basis of the number of patients involved, and as such is already receiving 

better services from the clinical provider than we are entitled to! Patient travel to surgery is 

inevitable. Interestingly there are no issues with missed appointments and the patient backlog has 

been overcome. Tonight we had hoped to hear from Lucille Simms a Village Agent how Wedmore, as 

a community, might do more to alleviate its load on the increasingly stretched resources at 

Axbridge. Unfortunately she isn’t here but this issue will be given careful consideration by WPC in 

the near future and the outcome of that meeting with the surgery will be in the May edition of the 

IoWN.  

 A site meeting of the Allotments Comm. with allotment holders lead to agreement of the 

type and extent of work needing to be done, quotations for that work were acquired and it is now 

too late so cannot be done until October. Sorry about that, it will happen just not quite so fast as we 

had hoped. (This really should have been another indeterminate shouldn’t it?) 

Thanks to efforts by the Clerk, Councillors Whittingham, Costello and others WPC now has a 

presence on both Facebook and Youtube, whatever that means. I understand they provide a more 

immediate conduit for WPC proceedings to be put into the public domain with all the benefits that 

undoubtedly brings. 

Theale has new street names for a couple of the more significant lanes off the B3139 and 

the long anticipated changes to the speed limit and road markings at Latcham are about to 

commence, we are assured. 

So I hope you now have a better understanding of what is involved in being a Parish 

Councillor so that next time we have a vacancy on the PC we can anticipate a greater rush of 

applications than we had last time! 


